
 
 

WORKFORCE CONNECTION 
YOUTH COMMITTEE MEETING 

 
MINUTES 

 
DATE:  November 1, 2011 
PLACE: Enterprise Center, Ocala, FL 
TIME:  9:30 am 
 
MEMBERS PRESENT    MEMBERS ABSENT  
   
Gina Tovine, LCSB     William D’Aiuto, DC&F 
Darlene Goddard, Winco Mfg.   Debbie Jenkins, CTAE 
Brad Nimmo, Habitat for Humanity Marion Co 
Cheryl Fante, CF 
David Benthusen, CCSB 
Denise Willis, WTI 
Jeff Shealy, Dept. of Juv Justice 
Mike Jordan, Marion Co Children’s Alliance 
 
OTHER ATTENDEES 
 
Rusty Skinner, Workforce 
Kathleen Woodring, Workforce 
Val Hinson, Workforce 
Grace Bynum, Workforce 
Ilianette Echevarria (H&M) 
Ron Goss (H&M) 
Judy Johnson, WTI 
Richard Van Gulik, WTI 
JR Cifani, Monster.com 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order by Gina Tovine, Chair. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
The roll was called by Val Hinson and a quorum declared present. 
 

 MONSTER PRESENTATION 
 

JR Cifani (Vice President & General Manager) of Monster.com gave a presentation on 
“Making Your Future Count”.  To complement existing community programs, Monster 
offers 16 youth-focused workshops to choose from.  Workshops are customizable and  
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include various options such as education-readiness, career exploration, work-
readiness, soft skills development and financial management.  (See attached 
information for details).  At Gina Tovine’s request, Mr. Cifani briefed on implementation 
and format of the program at schools.  Mr. Cifani agreed he would be available to meet 
with school districts and others for further discussions about the program. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
Cheryl Fante made a motion to approve the minutes from the 9-20-11 meeting.  
Seconded by Jeff Shealy.  Motion Carried. 
 
HIGHLIGHTS 
 
Rusty Skinner advised that staff met with school districts for discussions to determine how 
to better connect with youth, school districts and partners.  He also advised that there is 
strong focus by the State on STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Math).   
 
School District Summary: 
 
Kathleen Woodring reviewed a school district summary with members and briefed on 
discussions: 
 

• Amendment 4 – Math and Science requirements 
o Agra-science 
o Experiential Camp during Spring Break 

 Green Kits 
 Robotics (there was lengthy discussion on robotics which has high 

interest 
o Externships for Teachers 
o Curriculum Development to embed concepts 
o Workshops for Teachers 

 Purchase curriculum additions such as the FEWC curriculum 
o Meet with Guidance Counselors 

• OJT 
• Monster Workshops 
• Career Pathways 

o Assist with GED placement 
o Workshops for GED completers to encourage continued education (part 

youth/part adult) 
o Placement out of Vocational Training 
o Scholarships ITAs 
o Career Labs in HS 
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Rusty Skinner advised a formal document (Invitation to Negotiate – ITN) will be prepared to 
and brought back for review; this document will accept proposals from school districts, 
partners and others to form a comprehensive youth program. 
 
Phoenix Rising Replication: 
 
Kathleen Woodring and Ron Goss briefed members on the Phoenix Rising Replication in 
Citrus County.  Through Phoenix Rising, disadvantaged older youth obtain academic and 
construction skills, increase their self-esteem, and get a new perspective on life.  The 
project also helps the community and provides a home for deserving homeowners.  This 
project has been very successful in Marion County. 
 

• Met on October 31 
o Salvation Army Probation Counselors and social service group 
o Habitat for Humanity 
o Local and County Government 
o Citrus County Sheriff 
o Henkels & McCoy (H&M) and Workforce 

 Ready to start January  
 H&M and Workforce will provide schedule 
 20 Youth 
 3 lots donated by City of Crystal River, also more available in 

Inverness 
 Many active private donators already 

 
Denise Willis (WTI) advised she was interested in her technical students volunteering as 
part of their program, but needs more information on workman’s comp and liability issues 
addressed.  Ron Goss (H&M) will research and get back to Denise with needed information. 
 
Other Community Partner Discussions Held: 
 

• Marion Health Dept/Pregnancy Prevention 
o Partner for in-school activities and workshops 
o Brazen Rally, December 19th, provide employability workshops 
o Focus on 34475 zip code 

 
Strategic Vision – Expanded Business Services: 
 
Rusty briefed on the Board’s strategic vision and advised feedback from our business 
customers called for the development of expanded business and community awareness 
efforts to better inform the employers and job seekers of our services.  
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OTHER DISCUSSION/INFORMATION 
 

• Members were provided with Youth Workforce Intelligence – July 1, 2011 – 
September 30, 2011 
 

• Gina Tovine attended STEM Advisory Board Committee; she briefed on robotics 
competition and how STEM fits with workforce and education 
 

• Rusty briefed on STEM RFP to be released by WFI and how we could respond and 
incorporate our visions. 

 
SUMMARY/WRAP UP 
 

• Bring together, for further discussions, Monster.com, school districts and others 
regarding “Making Your Future Count” workshops. 
 

• Bring back Youth Invitation to Negotiate (ITN) for review. 
  
MATTERS FROM THE FLOOR 
 
None. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
APPROVED: 
 
                                    ______________________________         
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